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 Some average figures (2013) from Danish 
pig production – commercial farms 
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• Size of farms: 680 sows/year 
 

• Piglets born alive pr. litter: 15.4 
 

• Stillborn piglets pr. Litter:    1.7 
 

• Weaned piglets pr. litter: 13.3 
 

• Mortality - live born: 13.7 
 

• Weight at weaning: 7 kg 
 

• Age at weaning: 31 days  
 

• Weaned per year-sow:30.0 
 

• The use of nursing sows is common 
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Farm 1 
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• 1150 sows, gilts and boars 
 

• 5.500 weaner pigs (< 30 kg) 
 

• 700 slaughter pigs (> 30 kg) 
 

• 35.000 weaners (30 kg) are sold 
yearly to Germany the rest are 
reared for slaughter at another 
premises. 
 

• Piglets born alive pr. litter: 15,8 

• Piglets weaned pr. litter: 14 

• Weaning age: 4 – 5 weeks 

• Piglets weaned pr. Year-sow: 33.5 
 

• Sows (own production)  in stable 
groups (21 – 22) 
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Farm 2 
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• 630 sows, gilt and boars 
 

• 3.000 weaner pigs (< 30 kg) 

 

19.500 weaners (30 kg) sold to 
Danish farmers the rest reared on 
another premises. 

 

• Piglets born alive pr. litter: 16.3 

• Piglets weaned pr. litter: 15.1 

• Weaning age: 5 weeks 

• Piglets weaned pr. year-sow: 34,5 
 

• Sows (own production) in dynamic 
groups  
 

• Sows are loose housed from 
weaning (UK-production) 
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Farm 3 – sow holding 

4 

• 1500 sows, gilts and boars 
 

• 0 weaner pigs 

 

• Weaners transferred to another holding 
 

• Piglets born alive pr. litter: 16.6 

• Piglets weaned pr. litter: 14.7 

• Piglets weaned pr. sow/year: 34 

• Weaning age: 26 days  
 

• Sows (YL) (33) in stable groups  
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Farm 3 - weaners 
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• 0 sows, gilts and boars 
 

• 9150 weaners (< 30 kg) 
 

• 1400 slaughter pigs 

 

• Weaners sold at 30 kg – 1000 pr. 
week to Germany 
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Farm 4 
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• 1.000 sows, gilts and boars 
 

• 0 weaner pigs 
 

• Weaners (33.000 a year) are 
transferred to 3 other premises 
 

• Piglets born alive pr. litter: 16,5 

• Piglets weaned pr. litter: 14.5 

• Piglets weaned pr. Year-sow: 33 

• Weaning age: 4 – 5 weeks 
 

• Sows (own production) loose housed 
from weaning (UK-production). 
Individual pens from weaning to 4 
weeks after service, then stable 
groups (15).  

 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

 Code of conduct and guidelines for 
infield exercise 
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• The scope is to provide a 

common frame for the approach 

during infield visits 

 

• Biosecurity important  
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 Checklist for infield exercise 
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List of EU minimum requirements of Dir. 2008/120/EC and Dir. 98/58/EC (in italics) according to WQ criteria 

 
FARROWING SOWS* 

Welfare 

Quality 
PRINCIPLES 

Welfare 

Quality 
CRITERIA 

EU minimum requirements Notes for discussion 

Good feeding 

Absence 
of prolonged 
hunger 

Appropriate diet to satisfy nutritional needs  

Feeding at least once a day  

Feeding equipment, designed, constructed and places so that 
contamination of food and the harmful effects are minimised  

 

Absence 
of prolonged 
thirst 

Permanent access to sufficient quantity of fresh water  

Watering equipment, designed, constructed and places so that 
contamination of water and the harmful effects are minimised 

 

    

Good housing 

Comfort around  
resting 

Design of farrowing pens (nest flooring, space for suckling)  

Nesting material for farrowing gilts and sows  

Avoidance of continuous noise level as loud as 85 dBA  

No permanent darkness nor without appropriate period of rest  

Thermal 
comfort 

Laying area physically and thermally comfortable, drained and clean  

Air circulation, T, RH  

Backup and regularly tested alarm systems in case AW is 
dependent on an artificial ventilation system 

 

Ease 
of movement 

Lightening on farm (intensity 40 lux at least 8 hours/day)  

Space allowance   
    

Good health 

Absence of 
injuries 

No sharp edges or protrusions likely to cause injuries to animals  

Size requirements for concrete slatted floor according to the pig size 
(20 mm) 

 

Absence of 
disease 

Thoroughly cleaning of sows before housing them in farrowing 
crates 

 

Materials in contact with animals must be capable to be thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected 

 

Availability of adequately sized individual pens for sick pigs  

Adoption of SOP to treat sick animals, including euthanasia  

Dust levels and gas concentrations within limits not harmful for 
animals 

 

Record of medical treatments and number of mortalities  
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List of EU minimum requirements of Dir. 2008/120/EC and Dir. 98/58/EC (in italics) according to WQ criteria 

 

 
FARROWING SOWS* 

Welfare 

Quality 
PRINCIPLES 

Welfare 

Quality 
CRITERIA 

EU minimum requirements 

ABM from 
Welfare 

Quality 

Resource Based 
Measures 

Good feeding 

Absence 
of prolonged 
hunger 

Appropriate diet to satisfy nutritional needs  
Body  
condition  
score 

Diet composition  
Feeding system and 
maintenance 

Feeding at least once a day 

Feeding equipment, designed, constructed and places so that 
contamination of food and the harmful effects are minimised  

Absence 
of prolonged 
thirst 

Permanent access to sufficient quantity of fresh water 

Water supply 

Type of drinkers 
Height and position  
Water flow and quality 
(microbiological analysis) 

Watering equipment, designed, constructed and places so that 
contamination of water and the harmful effects are minimised 

    

Good housing 

Comfort around  
resting 

Design of farrowing pens (nest flooring, space for suckling) 

Bursitis 
Shoulder sores 
Absence of manure 
on the body 

Width of crates 

Nesting material for farrowing gilts and sows Type and amount 

Avoidance of continuous noise level as loud as 85 dBA Noise measurement at the level 
of pig ear 

No permanent darkness nor without appropriate period of rest Light program* (photoperiod, 
light spectrum, window area, 
number, type and wattage of 
artificial lights) 

Thermal 
comfort 

Laying area physically and thermally comfortable, drained and clean 

Panting 

Pen cleanliness 
Cooling facilities 

Air circulation, T, RH Measure of T and RH  
Air speed and air flow patterns 

Backup and regularly tested alarm systems in case AW is 
dependent on an artificial ventilation system 

Same 

Ease 
of movement 

Lightening on farm (intensity 40 lux at least 8 hours/day) Space allowance 
Farrowing crates 

Light program* 

Space allowance  Same 

    

Good health 

Absence of 
injuries 

No sharp edges or protrusions likely to cause injuries to animals 
Lameness  
Wounds on the body 

Same 

Size requirements for concrete slatted floor according to the pig size 
(20 mm) 

Same 

Absence of 
disease 

Thoroughly cleaning of sows before housing them in farrowing 
crates 

Mortality, coughing, 
sneezing, pumping, 
rectal prolapse, 
scouring 
Constipation, Metritis 
Mastitis, Uterine 
prolapse, Skin 
condition, Hernias, 
Local infections 

Same 

Materials in contact with animals must be capable to be thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected 

Presence of fences, wheel 
dips, foot baths, disinfection, 
visitor policy 
Wildlife/pest control protocol  
All-in all-out management 
policy 

Availability of adequately sized individual pens for sick pigs Same 
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Farm description 
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General impression  
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